
The UK’s European university

KENT
COMPREHENSIVE/
LOCAL ADULT
LEARNING



2 Kent Comprehensive/Local Adult Learning



3www.kent.ac.uk/outreach

We believe that education
is for everyone – but we
know that not everyone
is able to achieve their
full potential during
their school years, or
go on to further study.
At the University of Kent,
we support adults in
our local community
to return to learning. 

The Adult Learning Outreach team
works with organisations in the local
area such as schools, community
groups and charities to give people
the chance to learn something new.
By offering free courses in familiar
settings we make that first step back
to education an easy one to take. 

Kent Comprehensive 
Kent Comprehensive, our range of
free short courses and activities, is
designed for people living in areas
that are currently under-represented
in higher education. 

We work with people from a range
of age groups and backgrounds.
Some come along just to learn
something new, while others take
part because they want to gain the
qualifications for entry to university.
We welcome adults who have not
been to university but are keen to try
new subjects and build confidence
for the next steps in their learning. 

Our short courses are run at local
venues and range from one-off
information sessions to four-week
courses.

We understand the importance
of creating a relaxed and friendly
atmosphere, so sessions are
informal and based on discussion.
Our staff  are all experienced adult
learning tutors who understand the
needs of  mature learners. 

The following are examples of
some of the courses we offer. 

Creative writing
A short course to help you to
develop your writing skills and
build your confidence by writing
creatively. 

Making time for art
Designed for beginners, this course
is a series of  hands-on, creative
sessions exploring a range of
media, tools and techniques
used in drawing.

Child development
Learn about the physical,
intellectual, emotional and social
growth and development of  children
using psychological theories.

Return to learning
An opportunity to try a series
of informal, adult learning taster
sessions in criminology, psychology,
creative writing and sociology. 

Exploring detective fiction
This course explores the nature
of the fictional detective in books,
television and film. Topics for
discussion include the reasons for
the popularity of  detective fiction
and how it has developed over time
to suit a wider range of  readers. 

Is university right for you?
Find out about degree-level study
and how mature students get
in to university. If  you’re thinking
about going to university but
need information and advice,
this course could be for you.

Family learning days
Exciting, interactive campus visit
days for schoolchildren and their
parents or carers. Often based
around a theme, these events
offer adults and their children
an opportunity to explore new
subjects together. 

University campus visit days
Explore the University campus and
take part in taster sessions in social
sciences and humanities. If  you
would like to know what it’s like to
return to learning, this is an ideal
opportunity to talk to current mature
students and find out more about
the Access to Higher Education
Diploma.

Access to Higher Education
Diploma taster sessions
For those who are thinking of
taking the Access course, we offer
a series of  free taster sessions
in the subjects available on the
Diploma. 

You can find details of  current
courses and additional examples
of the types of  opportunity we
can offer at www.kent.ac.uk/
outreach/adult-learning 
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Access to Higher
Education Diploma and
GCSE programmes
For adults who wish to take their
learning further, we currently offer
GCSEs in English and Maths and
the Access to Higher Education
Diploma at both Brompton
Academy in Gillingham and
Hartsdown Academy in Margate. 

These part-time courses, delivered
in the evening over two years,
provide the opportunity to study
academic subjects in preparation
for entrance to university. The
University of  Kent covers the cost
of tuition, so learners only pay
examination fees.*

Routes to the Access to
Higher Education Diploma
We realise that people learn at
different rates and so we provide
flexible routes to the Access to
Higher Education Diploma.
Some learners may want to take
part in one or more activities with us
to prepare for the demands of  study
while others may be ready to begin
the Access programme
straightaway. 

Learners are also free to choose the
type of  activity that suits them best;
an activity can be anything from
attendance at an information
evening to weekly participation in
a month-long course. This flexibility 

Access to HE
Diploma

* Access exam fee is £140. GCSE
exam fee is £35 per subject. Both
are subject to change. 

Dire
ct

 ro
ute3 activities

2 a
ct

ivi
tie

s 1 activity

makes our short course and session
offer responsive to the needs of
the individual. 

Find out more
For more information, please
go to www.kent.ac.uk/courses/
part-time/access 
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Pam, a nursery
practitioner, attended
a campus visit day
arranged for volunteers
from the Home-Start
family support charity
in Margate. 

‘I came on the campus visit to
see what the University was like
and find out if  going to university
was something I could really do...
it always felt so far out of  reach.
I heard about the Access course,
went to an information evening
at Hartsdown Academy and
then decided to enrol! Now I’ve
just finished the first year of  my

Access course. I’ve studied
sociology and creative writing and
in my second year I will be studying
psychology and GCSE Maths.

‘I’ve enjoyed all of  the course so far
but understanding sociology has
opened up my mind much more.
I’m looking forward to the new term
and what the future has to offer.
I’m planning to apply to study for a
degree in social work. It’s something
I’ve always wanted to do and it’s
amazing to finally be looking at
what university has to offer.

‘Finding the time to study while
having a family and working is
a challenge at times but it teaches

you to manage your time more
efficiently. My tutors have been
very understanding but they also
encouraged me to take control
and manage things better. They
gave advice and made me believe
that I could do it, and when I got
positive feedback it gave me the
boost to continue.

‘The Access programme has given
me the confidence to take on new
challenges and gain skills which
I can apply to my studies. I have
also met some amazing new
people who I’m now proud
to call my friends.’ 

Sarabjeet attended one
of our family learning
courses with her son,
followed by GCSEs in
Maths and English and
the Access to Higher
Education Diploma at
Brompton Academy. 

‘I took part in the family learning
course to help my son familiarise
himself  with Brompton Academy
before he started there in Year 7.
As the course was about helping
your child with their school work,
and the best way to learn
together, I enrolled in Maths
as I wanted to be able to help
him with his GCSE. 

‘As a family, we have always done
homework and read books together,
and before this I always loved
reading, so when the opportunity
arose for me to do the Access
course, I knew I would enjoy the
challenge, as I had really enjoyed
studying for the Maths GCSE. 

‘I had done a business diploma 
after school, and started working
after that. I never really gave
university a second thought. 
But when I came to the course 
at Brompton, it was the start of  
a whole new direction for me. 

‘I thoroughly enjoyed all of  my
modules on the Access course.
The most challenging aspect was

time management. However,
the Access tutors are extremely
supportive, encouraging and
understanding.’

Sarabjeet is now
studying for a BSc in
Social Sciences at the
University of Kent. 

‘Now that I’m doing a degree,
I’ve realised that the Access
course is a superb way to
prepare for the skills you need
at university, and becoming a
student ambassador has enabled
me to help and encourage other
mature students.’
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LISTEN TO OUR
STUDENTS’ STORIES

Interested in finding
out more about our short
courses or the Access
to Higher Education
Diploma? These are
our suggestions for
your next steps.

Find out more online
Visit www.kent.ac.uk/outreach/ 
adult-learning to find out more about
the opportunities available to you.

Sign up for a taster session
Our ‘Return to learning’ and
‘Access to Higher Education
Diploma’ sessions (see p3)
introduce you to the subjects
you can study with us. To see
the short courses that are
currently available and to sign
up, visit www.kent.ac.uk/outreach/
adult-learning/short-courses 

Get information and advice
Our session ‘Is university right for
you?’ is an opportunity to find out
more about studying at university
and put your questions to a member
of  our adult learning team. Details
of  how to sign up are posted at
www.kent.ac.uk/outreach/adult-
learning/short-courses as
sessions become available.

Come to an Access to
HE information evening
If  you are interested in applying
for the Access Diploma, come along
to one of our information evenings
held at Brompton Academy
in Gillingham and Hartsdown
Academy in Margate in the
spring and summer terms.
For details and to book a place
go to www.kent.ac.uk/courses/
part-time/access or email
adultlearning@kent.ac.uk 

“If someone is thinking about
doing the Access course, I’d
say definitely give it a try...
You might find, like I did,
that you’re hooked!”
Tom Simpson
Former Access student

Listen to our students as they
tell their stories – we hope
they’ll inspire you and give
you the confidence to come
and join us. Go to
www.kent.ac.uk/courses/
part-time/access/brompton/
index.html and click on the
‘Is Access right for me?’ tab. 
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Our partners
The Adult Learning team at the University of  Kent works with a number
of organisations to support adults who want to return to education.
These include schools, charities, libraries and community organisations. 

If  you would like to discuss how your organisation could support learners
to discover and experience the value of  higher education, we’d love to
hear from you. 

Please contact us via adultlearning@kent.ac.uk 

www.kent.ac.uk/outreach

Community Learning
Network Events
The Community Learning
Network facilitates continuing
and emerging relationships
between community learning
providers across Kent and
Medway. 

The meetings are hosted by
various local organisations
and are free, informal and
informative. They offer a
chance to update yourself
with current initiatives and
opportunities, develop useful
partnerships, share your own
practice and meet other
providers. 

For more information visit
www.kent.ac.uk/cln

This brochure was produced in September
2018. The University of  Kent makes every
effort to ensure that the information
contained in its publicity materials is fair
and accurate and to provide educational
services as described. However, the
courses, services and other matters may be
subject to change. For the most up-to-date
information, see www.kent.ac.uk/outreach
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FURTHER
INFORMATION
For further information on these 
and our other activities, please visit
www.kent.ac.uk/outreach/adult-learning

T: +44 (0)1227 823662
E: adultlearning@kent.ac.uk


